March 2001
The Friends of Beacon Hill
Park is a Society dedicated
to preserving the natural and
cultural history of Beacon Hill
Park and promoting appropriate uses in keeping with its
varied ecosystems.
As the population of Greater
Victoria continues to grow
and place greater stress
upon the park, we count on
your support to continue our
projects and work to help
protect the park.
Membership is $5.00 per
household. Benefits include
the satisfaction of helping
preserve the park, influencing those who manage the
park for the future use of all,
and participating in the Society’s activities:
C monitor and keep
abreast of park
developments
C contribute to the news
letter and share
information on the park
C work of projects such as
Native Plant Mapping
C guiding walks
C assisting organizationally

The Park Plan – Public Input
Public input to the Park Plan begins
January 2001. We encourage our
members to contact a Friends
representative to contribute in the
roundtable discussions. A public
questionnaire will be available
sometime in late March 2001 by request from the Parks department.
There will also be an “Open House”
which will be announced. Any
neighbour to the Park can contact

Support Appreciated
Our deepest appreciation to the
West Coast Environmental Law Research Foundation for their continued support to preserve our natural
heritage.
The support from this organization
in 1992 with legal council kept
large scale events from using the
natural areas of native grassland
and meadow flowers along the hill
of Beacon Hill Park.
(Continued on page 2)

Memberships and
Donations
New members welcome! If you would like
to support the Friends of Beacon Hill
Park Society please send donations to the
address shown at the right.

your community association:
•

•

James Bay Neighbourhood Environment Association: Coralee
Bell 920-0242
Fairfield Community Association: Cornelia Lange 920-3556

The Friends will be a strong
voice to preserve and maintain the
Park.

Annual General
Meeting

March 17 2:00 PM
25 Cook Street
Refinements to
Constitution,
‘Show-and-Tell’ of
Native Plants

Friends of Beacon Hill Park Society
1-366 St. Charles Street
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, V8X 3N3
(250) 592-6659
www.friendsofbeaconhillpark.ca
e-mail: info@friendsofbeaconhillpark.ca
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Support Appreciated

(continued from Page 1)

The support from this organization in 1998-99
helped the Beacon Hill Park Rescue Coalition with
legal costs to become interveners while the city
sought the court’s counsel for the legal use of Beacon Hill Park. The judgment:
“(a) Whether or not the land known as Beacon
Hill Park, held in trust by the City of Victoria, can
lawfully be used for short term festival type events
including the Victoria Folk Roots Music Festival,
proposed by the Capital Region Festival Society?
Answer: No
(b) Whether or not the land known as Beacon
Hill Park, held in trust by the City of Victoria, can
be lawfully used for other similar short term festival type events that may be offered to be held by
non-profit societies? Answer: No”
Through their legal counsel, Friends asked the
city to join with them to seek further clarification
on the Trust. This concerns sponsor advertising
and park activities which are promoted by special
interest groups and which exclude access to the
general public. The city declined.
The Park Trustees have initiated a consultative
process to address two questions:
1) What does the public think is appropriate
use of Beacon Hill Park?
2) What level of use is appropriate to ensure
that the park is preserved for the use and
enjoyment of future generations?

We will work through this process within the confines of the Trust. You can check the city website
for more information: www.city.victoria.bc.ca/
beaconhill/
Friends of Beacon Hill Park currently
have an outstanding grant for legal expenses from
the West Coast Environmental Law Research
Foundation. Their fund is maintained by private
donations. All donors receive their newsletter.

CAMAS DAY
Beacon Hill Park
(meet at the flagpole)

Sunday April 22

Guided Walks
9:00 AM Birding
11:00AM and 1:00 PM
Archaeology
1st Nations Camas Roast
Wild Flowers
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North American Public Parks - A Comparison
by Cornelia Lange

1847

Beacon Hill Park, Victoria,
British Columbia

area)
1870

Captain George Vancouver described the island’s
native flora “as enchantingly beautiful as the most
elegantly finished pleasure ground in Europe”.
Beacon Hill Park has always been enjoyed for its
natural splendor. The current 178 acres was
known as ‘The Park’ from the time that Fort Victoria was first established. On February 21, 1882,
Beacon Hill Park was entrusted to the city of Victoria to be maintained and preserved for the use
recreation and enjoyment of the public.
1858

Central Park, New York City,
New York

The city paid $5 million dollars for 843 acres of
swampy land on the outskirts of the city between
1853-1856. The population at that time was
500,000. Fredrick Olmstead designed the park
with the “Greenward Plan” focusing on pastoral
areas and pleasure grounds (150 acres in 7 waterbodies, 250 acres of lawn, 136 acres of woodlands).
1860

Prospect Park, Brooklyn,
New York

The city paid $4 million dollars for 526 acres (60
acres in Prospect Lake, 90 acres belonged to the
Long Meadow, and “Brooklyn’s last natural forest
in between”.) The initial cost to the city to construct the park’s amenities and landscape was $5
million dollars.
1866

Point Pleasant Park, Halifax,
Nova Scotia

The city pays one shilling every year for a signed
999 year lease from the Crown. It is a Historic
Park: 70% natural, 15% Heritage (defense site)
15% Recreation (swimming beach, picnicking

Golden Gate Park, San Francisco,
California

The land was far beyond the city’s developed limits and covered in sand dunes. The 1017 acres cost
$5 million dollars and was extensively planted into
a green and lush pastoral landscape setting.
1874

Mount Royal Park, Montreal,
Quebec

Governed by a Charter that can only be changed
by the Quebec Assembly, this park has two cemeteries behind it: Cimetiere Mont-Royal and Cimetiere de Notre-Dame-Des-Neiges. The parkland
could have been bought from the cemetery for a
negotiated amount. Since 1990, $13 million has
been ear-marked for the Master Plan for the conservation and restoration of Mount Royal Park.
1888

Stanley Park, Vancouver,
British Columbia

The Dominion government (Federal) handed over
the 1,000 acre military reserve (previously timbered of old growth) to the citizens of the city of
Vancouver for Park purposes. It was named after
Lord Stanley, Governor General of British Columbia.
1889

Hastings Park, Vancouver,
British Columbia

The 162 acres has the Hastings Park Horse Race
Track and the Agricultural Society structures for
the Pacific National Exhibition, at the same time
when the City of Victoria was planning a fenced
race track. Earlier in 1884, the Agricultural Society lost their bid in court to build structures in Beacon Hill Park, however they had buildings in
(Continued on page 4)
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Beacon Hill Park Boundaries
The current boundaries of Beacon Hill Park are the
boundaries of Section 87 of the Victoria Land District. But reading the document signed by James
Douglas that granted the park reserve, it shows a
somewhat larger parcel of land. A comparison of
this document to the current Davenport map of
Greater Victoria gives an indication of where the
discrepancy lies.
The original document shows that the western
(Douglas St.) boundary of the park should be one
straight line from the shoreline to the area where the
"mattress art" currently sits. The current western
boundary of Section 87 is three shorter linked
straights veering east of the straight line. Clearly,
the current western boundary is not where James
Douglas intended it to be. A comparison of the other
five boundaries shows very good conformity between the original document and the Davenport
map.

By Roy Fletcher

ing monumented are probably very close to, if not
exactly the same as, the original monuments as established by the layout survey. The true western
boundary would probably be a straight line as shown
on the first map.
The area assumed to be severed from the park is not
an insignificant amount of land. It would be valued
today at many millions of dollars; most of South
Park School as well as several large residential
buildings and many houses all sit on land given to
the Crown Colony as reserve land by the Hudson’s
Bay Company.
The question asked would be "Was this intentional,
or an honest surveyor's mistake." Several thousands
of dollars could be spent probing public and private
records and still not reach a definitive answer. The
original survey appears to have been a very accurate
"metes and bounds" description of the reserve lands.
It used magnetic bearings to lay out the bounds, but

So, the seven points that the Davenport shows as be-

(Continued on page 6)

North American Public Parks
(Continued from page 3)

Saanich in 1867. Today Hastings Park in embarking on a greening restoration at the expense of
$10-12 million dollars with a $700,000.00 for its
annual operating budget and given notice to the
PNE to relocate. Hastings Park was entrusted to
the city of Vancouver by the Province of B.C.
1889

Calgary Exhibition Grounds &
Stampede, Calgary, Alberta

The Calgary Agricultural Society bought 10 acres
which is today bidding for the 2005 World Fair.

1896

Griffith Park, Los Angeles,
California

Colonel Griffith bequeathed his ranchland into
parkland totaling 3,015 acres to the people of Los
Angeles. He requested to keep the land in its natural state and left a sizeable trust fund to construct a
Greek amphitheater and the Science Hall
(Observatory and Planetarium).
1911

Bowness Park, Calgary,
Alberta

Developer John Hextall gave the city the islands in
the Bowness River as parkland in exchange to extend municipal streetcar service to his new subdi-
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Beacon Hill Park Boundaries

This line is the original
boundary of the park
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Beacon Hill Park Boundaries
(Continued from page 4)

these could be surprising accurate and reproducible even in the 1860's. Other surveys that demarked private
land may have been much less accurate so the land may have been acquired by occupation and
"conventional lines".
The author will state that this is probably the earliest instance of a regular Victoria occurrence:- residents
attempting to make profit out of the Beacon Hill Park lands.
However, this not the sole indignity inflicted on the park. The included map shows that Douglas Street,
Southgate Street, Heywood Avenue and Park Boulevard are all within the park, and the servicing for the
private lands around the park all lies within the park boundary. "Profit or utility", as ruled by Judge Begbie,
appears not to apply to domestic utilities. An examination of the land records seems to indicate that these
roads have never been severed from
the park, and remain as paved areas
within park boundaries. Also, the
very delightful(?) public art known
as "the mattress" is within the park
boundary.

1864

James Bay
Beacon
Hill
Park

Fairfield

Finally, all traffic into or out of
James Bay must pass through one of
three intersections : Government at
Belleville, Douglas at Superior or
Dallas at Douglas. The last two are
within the park. Whenever large
events are held in either Beacon Hill
Park or at the legislative grounds,
one or more of these intersections
must be closed. Commercial and
residential traffic is then re-routed
through the remaining intersections.
Traffic will naturally use the interior
park roads to reach other destina-

tions, further impacting on the peace and tranquility of the park.
With commercial and residential construction on the increase in James Bay, traffic and congestion within
the park will increase and make the park very much less of a tranquil area for residents and tourists. The
boundaries of Beacon Hill Park, and it's isolating presence between James Bay and the rest of Victoria,
should be reason enough to begin moving large events away from the harbour-park area.

Swan Lake Nature Sanctuary
April 21 & 22
Native Plants(Sale & Growing Demonstration)
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Page 7

Ring-necked Pheasant
Originally an Asian Bird, the Ring-necked Pheasant was introduced to British Columbia at Victoria in 1882 as a sporting
bird from England, where it was reared for the aristocracy to
shoot. The first few birds to arrive died, but the next year 25
pheasants from China were successfully introduced. The
population increased greatly, partly through the expansion of
wild populations and partly through provincial government
breeding programs.”
Birds of Victoria by Robin Bovey,
Wayne Campbell, Bryan Gates, page 51.
\
A resident living across from the Park on Cook Street had pheasants regularly crossing into her yard from
Beacon Hill Park in the early 1980’s.

British Columbia Place Names By Helen B. Akrigg
BEACON HILL. The “beacon” was a navigational aid to help ships to find Victoria Harbour.
Captain Walbran says that back in the 1840’s the
beacon consisted to two tall masts, one surmounted by a triangle and the other by a square or
drum. He notes that when an observer saw the latter through the former, he was on Brotchie
Postcard of Beacon Hill Park sent 1907.

Ledge – a rather curious way of proceeding, which
could have contributed to a number of shipwrecks!
Edgar Fawcett recalls in his Some Reminiscences
of Old Victoria that it was one of the pastimes on
Christmas Day to go and take potshots at the barrel
on top of the mast. This had become riddled with
bullets.
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Bald Eagle’s Nest in Beacon Hill Park
Instinctively, Bald Eagles flee from human intrusion. They are known to abandon their nests, eggs,
young, and food when there is a human presence.
Their population has increased in protected areas such as the estuary in
Goldstream Park during the
salmon migration periods.
No one is allowed to
enter this protected
area because it would
deter the eagles annual feasting habitat. But in Beacon
Hill Park we have a
special pair of eagles who have so far
adapted to the human presence and successfully raise young in the park.
Eagles usually have back-up nests. At the crossing
of Arbutus Way and Bridge Way, up in the fir
trees, there are two old nests from the eagles. Cur-

Fantastikall Guide
A Fantastikall Guide to Beacon Hill Park by J.
Gordon Chope (1982). A guide of important trees
and sites within the park printed with poems.
Anyone wishing this $3.00 booklet can call
Friends 592-6659.

Spring Garage Sale
Saturday May 26, 2001 starting at 8:00 AM
Many thanks to the members of Friends of
Beacon Hill Park for participating in our
spring garage sale. We received $500.00 from
items collected and sold. Another Garage Sale is
planned this Spring. All donations can be dropped
off in the garage of 25 Cook Street. Volunteers
needed – please call Cornelia Lange 920-3556

rently in the cottonwoods along Douglas Street, a nest is actively maintained. Along Cook Street is a small
wooded area with cottonwood trees.
The largest is a perching tree overlooking the feeding grounds of the Pacific Ocean. In winter at approximately a half hour before sunset, the
eagle will perch on a smaller cottonwood
tree branch, grasping it firmly and forcing it
to crack. The branch is then carried to build up
the nest.
On occasion, the Eagles will catch a seagull in
flight, and drape the body over a high cottonwood branch. The Eagle will feast on the seagull only after a labour intensive effort to remove the body feathers. The feathers slowly drift
on the wind across Cook Street, making the sky
appear as if it is snowing on a cloudless day.

Directors of Friends
Chair – Helen Oldershaw
250-592-6659
Treasurer - Roy Fletcher
250-380-5023
Secretary – Cornelia Lange
250-920-3556
Native Plant Advisor - Agnes Lynn
250-721-0634
Director – Ruth Sawbridge
250-370-7834
Botanical Specialist – Dr. T. Chris Brayshaw
All Directors of Friends are volunteers

